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ARS-91-14 
JUNE  1959 


Report  of 

SCABIES  TRAINING  COURSE 


HELD  AT  IOWA  STATE  COLLEGE 
AMES,  IOWA,  MARCH  1959 


The  purpose  of  the  Scabies  Training  Course  held  at  Iowa  State  College, 
Ames,  Iowa,  March  2-4,  1959  was  to  acquaint  field  employees  with 
the  scabies  problem  and  to  train  them  in  the  fundamentals  of  diagnos- 
ing the  disease  and  in  the  principles  of  scabies  eradication.  The 
course  was  informal,  practical,  and  applicable  to  field  conditions. 

Previously  facilities  at  the  Animal  Disease  and  Parasite  Research 
Station  at  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  was  used  to  train  field  employees. 
Since  October  1953,  more  than  90  individuals  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  receive  the  training  provided  there. 

The  training  at  Ames  was  made  possible  through  arrangements  with 
the  Short  Course  Committee,  Division  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Iowa 
State  College.  Members  of  the  college  faculty.  State  Regulatory  offi- 
cials, and  Division  representatives  served  as  instructors. 


In  addition  to  providing 
instruction,  the  Division 
of  Veterinary  Medicine 
furnished  laboratory  and 
classroom  facilities  and 
equipment,  photographs, 
and  museum  specimens 
pertaining  to  scabies, 
mange,  lice,  and  other 
aids. 


u. 


AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


LABORATORY  AND  CLINICAL  STUDIES 


Scabies  may  not  be  readily  diagnosed  in  its  initial  phases.  It  often  tends  to 
become  quiescent  during  the  hot,  dry  weather  of  summer  when  it  appears  to 
have  been  cured,  only  to  become  active  again  during  the  fall  and  winter. 
There  are  other  conditions  which  also  cause  itching  and  loss  of  wool  or  hair. 
They  may  be  confused  with  scabies  unless  a  careful  study  of  the  diseased 
animals  is  made.  A  positive  diagnosis  of  scabies  is  made  only  after  the 
causative  mites  have  been  demonstrated.  The  parasites  are  not  always  easy 
to  find  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  thorough  search  and  take  a  number 
of  skin  scrapings  before  the  mite  can  be  demonstrated. 


Hand  lens  examination  of  wool  pulled  from  edge 
of  scabies  lesion. 


Making  close  examination  of  sheep  for 
evidence  of  scabies. 


Students  worked  in  groups  of  three. 
Two  scabies-infected  sheep  were 
assigned  to  each  group. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  by 
each  student  closely  inspecting 
infected  sheep,  making  skin  scrap- 
ings, and  mounting  mites  on  slides 
for  future  reference. 


2      Searching  for  mites  at  the  edge  of  scabies  lesion. 


LABORATORY  AND  CLINICAL  STUDIES 
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Fifteen  State  and  Federal  inspectors  from  eight  States  attended 
the  3-day  scabies  training  course. 


Seated  (Left  to  Right)  Dr.  D.C.Thompson  (Okla.),  Dr.  J.  L.  Church  (Mo.),  Dr.  S.  H.  Boelson  (Mo.),  Dr.  C.  C.  Lawrence 
(Iowa),  Dr.  CM.  Parker  (111.),  Mr.  A.P.Alexander  (Okla.),  Standing  (LefttoRight)  Dr.  James  Noland  (Iowa),  Mr.  G.A. 
Shaver,  Jr.  (Tex.),  Dr.  N.  P.  Thiele  (Neb.),  Dr.  C.  E.  Duncan  (Kan.),  Dr.  C.  J.  Nelson  (S.  D.),  Mr.  S.  M.  Schwartzkopf 
(Kan.),  Mr.  V.  0.  Bryan  (Iowa),  Mr.  E.  G.  Underhill  (Tex.),  Dr.  J.  F.  Alberson  (Okla.). 


PREPARED  BY 

ANIMAL  DISEASE  ERADICATION  DIVISION 

AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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